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When Jesus Came to When Jesus Came to 
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A Look at the Evangelical and Oxford A Look at the Evangelical and Oxford 
Movements in the ChurchMovements in the Church

Part 1Part 1

The Swinging PendulumThe Swinging Pendulum

From the late middle ages, through the From the late middle ages, through the 
reformation, the age of enlightenment, reformation, the age of enlightenment, 
and into the modern period, the pendulum and into the modern period, the pendulum 
has been swinging between has been swinging between ““traditionaltraditional””
religion and religion and ““reformedreformed”” religion.  religion.  

Roman Catholic Roman Catholic vsvs ReformedReformed
Anglican Anglican vsvs PuritanPuritan
Evangelical Evangelical vsvs TraditionalTraditional
Mainstream Mainstream vsvs fundamentalismfundamentalism

The Pendulum is Driven by Social The Pendulum is Driven by Social 
and Cultural Forcesand Cultural Forces

Medieval Roman Church challenged by Medieval Roman Church challenged by 
Plato and Aristotle, Hebrew and Greek Plato and Aristotle, Hebrew and Greek 
thought.thought.
Power of Roman Church challenged by Power of Roman Church challenged by 
abuses against the poorabuses against the poor

““Why does the pope, whose wealth today is Why does the pope, whose wealth today is 
greater than the wealth of the richest greater than the wealth of the richest 
Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with 
the money of poor believers rather than with the money of poor believers rather than with 
his own money?his own money?”” [Martin Luther, Thesis 86][Martin Luther, Thesis 86]

The Pendulum is Driven by Social The Pendulum is Driven by Social 
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Authority of Roman Church challenged Authority of Roman Church challenged 
theologically over issues of salvation.theologically over issues of salvation.

The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, 
our God and Lord, died for our sins and was our God and Lord, died for our sins and was 
raised again for our justification (Romans 3:24raised again for our justification (Romans 3:24--
25). He alone is the Lamb of God who takes 25). He alone is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world (away the sins of the world (JohnJohn 1:29), and 1:29), and 
God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (IsaiahIsaiah
53:6). All have sinned and are justified freely, 53:6). All have sinned and are justified freely, 
without their own works and merits, by His without their own works and merits, by His 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23--25). 25). 
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This is necessary to believe. This cannot This is necessary to believe. This cannot 
be otherwise acquired or grasped by any be otherwise acquired or grasped by any 
work, law or merit. Therefore, it is clear work, law or merit. Therefore, it is clear 
and certain that this faith alone justifies and certain that this faith alone justifies 
usus ... Nothing of this article can be yielded ... Nothing of this article can be yielded 
or surrendered, even though heaven and or surrendered, even though heaven and 
earth and everything else falls (earth and everything else falls (MarkMark
13:31).13:31).”” [Martin Luther. Part 2, [Martin Luther. Part 2, ArtcileArtcile 1, 1, 
SmalcaldSmalcald Articles]Articles]

Watch the PendulumWatch the Pendulum

Throughout this Throughout this 
presentation you will presentation you will 
see a pendulum on see a pendulum on 
certain slides.  The certain slides.  The 
pendulum will move pendulum will move 
from side to side as itfrom side to side as it’’s s 
inertia is affected by inertia is affected by 
societal, cultural, or societal, cultural, or 
denominational forces.denominational forces.
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MedievalismMedievalism

Medieval PeriodMedieval Period
ca 800 ca 800 –– 1200 C.E.1200 C.E.
Dominated by Papal authority and the Holy Dominated by Papal authority and the Holy 
Roman Empire. Roman Empire. 

The ChallengeThe Challenge
of the of the RenassanceRenassance

Renaissance Renaissance 
CulturalCultural movement that spanned roughly the 14th to movement that spanned roughly the 14th to 
the 17th century, beginning in Italy in the late the 17th century, beginning in Italy in the late Middle Middle 
AgesAges and later spreading to the rest of and later spreading to the rest of EuropeEurope. . 
Influenced by the migration of Influenced by the migration of Greek scholarsGreek scholars and and 
texts to Italy following the texts to Italy following the Fall of ConstantinopleFall of Constantinople at at 
the hands of the the hands of the Ottoman TurksOttoman Turks..
Fostered by the de Medici family in Tuscany Fostered by the de Medici family in Tuscany 
(remember Michelangelo)(remember Michelangelo)
Martin Luther born in 1493 during Renaissance.Martin Luther born in 1493 during Renaissance.

Church ReformationChurch Reformation

Renaissance Renaissance -- 22
Martin Luther born in 1493 Martin Luther born in 1493 
during Renaissance.during Renaissance.
Highly educated.Highly educated.
Sought to reform the Roman Sought to reform the Roman 
Catholic Church of abuses of Catholic Church of abuses of 
power and authority.power and authority.
Wrote 95 theses in 1517.Wrote 95 theses in 1517.
Excommunicated 1521.Excommunicated 1521.
Tried at Worms 1525.Tried at Worms 1525.

Doors to Castle Church
Wittenberg, Germany

The Catholic Response: The Catholic Response: 
The CounterThe Counter--ReformationReformation

In the 16In the 16thth C and later, the Roman C and later, the Roman 
Catholic Church responded to the Catholic Church responded to the 
Reformation, and in fact incorporated Reformation, and in fact incorporated 
certain elements of nascent Protestantism.certain elements of nascent Protestantism.
Council of Trent (1545Council of Trent (1545--63).63).

Two source theory of authority: scripture and Two source theory of authority: scripture and 
traditiontradition
Justification (affirming Lutheran view of Justification (affirming Lutheran view of 
grace, but provided for further sanctification grace, but provided for further sanctification 
through good works)through good works)

Protestant Beginnings ofProtestant Beginnings of
Christian DenominationsChristian Denominations

Once the yoke to the Roman Church had Once the yoke to the Roman Church had 
been broken, the reformation process been broken, the reformation process 
continued down different paths, continued down different paths, 
depending on theological viewpoints depending on theological viewpoints 
including, among others:including, among others:

Significance of LordSignificance of Lord’’s Suppers Supper
BaptismBaptism
PriesthoodPriesthood
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Next TimeNext Time

The EnlightenmentThe Enlightenment
The Rise of EvangelismThe Rise of Evangelism

The Oxford Response to EvangelismThe Oxford Response to Evangelism


